
FRENCH I – FALL 2015 

Instructor:  Laura Graber 

Email:  Laura.Graber@mpls.k12.mn.us 

Bienvenue à la classe de français!  We will be embarking on our study of French language and 
culture by engaging in the four modalities of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Students 
will be participating in learning activities intended to prepare them for the Standard Level I.B. 
exams during their senior year. 

Materials:  You must have a notebook and pocket folder to use only for French class and you 
must always come prepared with paper and a pen or pencil.  Seriously, you’re in high school 
now, get it together!  There is a place for you to leave folders if you don’t want to carry them 
around with you.  We have a classroom set of textbooks so you won’t get to take one home; 
this means taking good notes and not losing them.  You can get a user name and pin number if 
you want to access the book online, or see if they have extras in the Media Center if you want 
to check one out.   

Homework:  Homework generally consists of finishing work not completed in class, but even 
when there is no written assignment you always should spend some time reviewing notes and 
going over vocabulary.  Homework that is completed on time, which means the BEGINNING of 
class on the day it’s due, will be marked for full credit.  Assignments can still be completed in 
class for half credit.  If you are late without an excused pass your homework is late as well.  If 
you are absent and come with an excusal note your homework will be marked for full credit.  If 
you are unexcused you can still do the work for half credit.  After we have gone over the work 
you will keep all of your assignments in your French folder, which I will collect and grade every 
ten pages or so.  You will lose 5% for each day it is late, and after one week I will no longer 
accept it.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING YOUR WORK TOGETHER AND FOR GETTING 
MAKE-UP WORK!!!   

Participation:  You can’t learn a new language without speaking it!  Students are required 
to participate cheerfully in ALL class activities, which generally consist of partner 

activities or group work, games and competitions, oral activities and correcting homework 
aloud or on the board.  The participation portion of the grade will be earned by volunteering to 
respond in French during activities, answer questions or show work on the board.  I will keep a 
tally sheet of each student’s points.  The average number of points earned by the class will 
determine the cut off of an A in participation, and points ranging from that average to zero will 
be subtracted down into grades of B,C,D and F.  The more you try the easier it gets!   

Quizzes:  We will usually have a short quiz at the end of each lesson, about once a week.  If you 
miss a quiz you will need to come in before or after school to make it up within a week of the 
absence.  Missing counts as zero in the grade book so be sure and take care of your business. 

Exams/Projects/Essays:  A larger assessment will be given at the end of each unit. 
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Grades:  Quarter grades are weighted in the following manner: 

25% homework folders/classwork 

25% participation 

25% quizzes 

25% exams/essays/projects 

Grading Scale:   

    B+ = 87-89%  C+ = 77-79%  D+ = 67-69% 

 A = 94-100%  B = 83-86%  C = 73-76%  D = 63-66% 

A- = 90-93%  B- = 80-82%  C- = 70-72%  D- = 60-62% 

Attendance:  Consistent attendance if absolutely imperative.  Even when an absence is excused you are 
missing out on whatever we are doing in class.  Please make every effort to be in class every day, on 
time and prepared with the necessary materials.  If you have to be absent you need to be responsible 
for seeing me for your missed work or arranging a time for making up quizzes, getting homework 
marked if you were excused, and copying notes from a classmate.  I am generally here before or after 
school if you want help; don’t be shy.   

Tardy Policy:  Be aware that if you are late without a pass any homework that is due that day is also late 
and you will miss class activities, which will adversely affect your grade.  The RHS tardy policy sets out 
procedures and consequences for habitual late-comers; don’t be one! 

Rules and Expectations:   

1. Be on time and prepared for class every day.  This includes having your notebook, pen or 
pencil, and your planner.  Being prepared includes a positive attitude!!! 

2. Students MUST participate in all class activities.  Be an active learner! 
3. Show respect to your classmates, your school and your teacher.  Make Roosevelt and this 

class a pleasant place to be. 
4. Food, candy, gum and pop are not to be consumed in the classroom.  I don’t need any free-

loading mice trying to learn French with us!  You can bring water. 
5. Hats, coats/jackets, MP3 players, video games and cell phones are not allowed in class.  The 

RHS Electronics Policy outlines rules and procedures for phone addicted students.  Don’t be 
one!  Put the thing away, nothing bad will happen.   

6. If you need a pass you will need to have your planner.  Four passes per quarter.  Wait for an 
appropriate time to ask, and not during the first or last ten minutes of a class. 

 

I have read and I understand the French syllabus. 

 _____________________________________________________(student signature) 

 _____________________________________________________(parent signature)   



  

  

  


