
Roosevelt High School 
English Strategies 12 World Literature 
Course Syllabus 
Nicole Lamb, teacher 
Email: nicole.lamb@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Voicemail: 612-668-4814  Classroom: 206 
 
 
Dear Senior, 
You made it!  This is it. Your capstone year.  I am honored to be able to spend this year with you. Here’s to a year of reading, writing, 
discussing, creating, and yes, thinking. Our goal for every one of you is to feel prepared for the next chapter of your life. 
 
An overview of the year: 
 
Units by Quarter 
 
 Qtr 1: Welcome to Dystopia: Abandon Hope All Who Enter Here 
  The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

While reading about Atwood’s fictional world where freedom is a memory, we will create our own dystopias 
(domineering robots, rationed oxygen, billionaire presidents, etc). 

   
 Qtr 2:  Awake from your Slumber and Enter your Nightmare 
  From Sleep Unbound by Andree Chedid  

Through close reading, analytical writing, discussions, debates, and a trial simulation, we will examine whether 
Samya is guilty of murder.  
  

Qtr 3:   Just When You Thought It Couldn’t Get Worse . . .  
 Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

While reading Achebe’s classic novel, we will explore what happens when cultures collide, questions of identity 
and culture. 

 
Qtr 4:   Happier Ending 

  Krik Krak by Edwidge Danticat 
We will examine the resilience of Danticat’s characters as we reflect on challenges we have overcome and those 
waiting for us around the corner. 

  
Required class materials: 

 Composition notebook for English class only and Pocket Folder for handouts 
 A variety of favorite pens, pencils, markers, highlighters 
 Tape and/or glue stick 

 
 Helpful, but not required:  Personal copy of text to mark/write in 
 
Google Classroom 

All students receive an invitation to our Google Classroom site, the platform we will use for all of our work. At this site, you 
will find the following: 
 
 -daily description of what was covered in class and what was assigned 

  -attachments to all assignments 
  -mechanism for attaching and submitting completed assignments 
  -teacher feedback and grades on completed assignments 
 

Check this site and my teacher web page is when questions arise about assignments. One advantage of using Google 
Classroom is the saving of paper, but do not hesitate to let us know when you need a paper copy of an assignment or 
reading. 
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Grading 
Grades will be updated regularly in Gradebook. Credit is given for in-class and homework assignments, and there is 
greater weight given to end of the unit assignments (papers, projects, summative tests). Students will have 
opportunities to improve work after receiving instructor feedback. We will be evaluating your growth in text 
interpretation, writing complexity, and thinking. 

 
RUBRIC SCORES    PERCENT/LETTER GRADE_______           GRADE MAKE UP 
4 = Exceeds expectations;   93% A 67% D+           Objectives (Projects/Tests/Papers) 50% 
       Outstanding    90% A- 63% D           Notebook    30% 
3 = Meets expectations;   87% B+ 60% D-           Homework    10% 
       Solid     83% B 59% and lower F           Participation   10% 
2 = Minimally meets expectations;  80% B- 
       Developing    77% C+ 
1 = Does not meet expectations;  73% C 
       Unacceptable; needs improvement 70% C- 
0 = No attempt made 

    
 
Guide to a Successful Year 
 

1) While completing all assignments is ideal, the most important ones are reading assignments. When you have read the 
assignment, you can participate in class. When you participate in class, you learn.  

 
2) English class is not a spectator sport. When you are in a small group, speak up and stay on topic. Participate in our large 

group discussions—class will go faster when you do. Don’t worry about being right all the time—share your thinking 
freely. 

 
3) Listening carefully to the ideas and suggestions of your classmates will increase your learning. 
 
4) Good discussions are not ones where you impress everyone with your brilliance, or just practice your listening skills—

good discussions are ones where you learn something from your classmates, are open to others ideas and you adjust 
your thinking. 

 
5) The dispositions of a good student are the same as what we hope from a jury member: observant, withholding 

judgment, sorting good evidence from the irrelevant, speaking your truth while considering other points of view. 
 

 
Additional Thoughts on a Healthy Classroom 
 

-Rules, procedures and general “how to” conversations take place the first few weeks of school in order to build a 
supportive and effective learning community. Behavior expectations, interventions and consequences will be taught and 
posted in the classroom.   

 
-Community vs. Individual – Most times, the instructional needs of the whole group will come before the personal needs of 
individuals. I will respect all students’ right to an education. 
 
-Electronics – Allowed for educational purposes only. If I ask to hold your phone, your choice is to give it to me for the 
period or have a dean keep it for the day. 
 
-We want you to be in class learning!  We miss you when you are not here. If you miss things, it will be your responsibility to 
get and complete them.  You need a pass to enter class after the bell rings. 
 
 

 
Looking forward to a great year!  
 
Ms. Lamb 


