
 

  

  
PREP Instructor: 
Matt Abbott 
matthew.abbott@mpls.k12.mn.us 
Room 109              612-668-5096 

PREP Counselor: 
Britt Pennington 

britt.pennington@mpls.k12.mn.us 
 

What is PREP? The PREP class focuses on three broad areas of learning in a small class size with the support 
of a classroom teacher, tutors/coaches, and a School Counselor: 

1. Achievement Strategies: PREP scholars utilize a variety of strategies to increase academic 
success including organization, study skills, self-advocacy and academic planning. PREP 
scholars are coached as needed in small groups and 1:1 with teachers and tutors. 

2. Academic Identity: 

PREP scholars investigate their identity as a learner, evaluate strengths and areas of growth, 
and learn strategies to increase motivation and persistence. Additionally, scholars learn about 
and plan for their career and post-secondary options through a variety of activities and 
opportunities. 

3.Literacy and Collaboration: 

 PREP scholars learn and practice strategies to increase reading comprehension, practice 
communicating effectively through writing, and engage in small and large group discussions 
on a variety of meaningful issues. 

What will I learn in PREP? 

What supplies will I need? You will be responsible for developing an organization system for all classes: 

r academic planner to track personal and academic responsibilities and assignments 
r binder system or notebooks and folders for each class 
r writing materials (pens or pencils) 

What are the expectations 
for the learning 
environment? 

We will work with you and your family to be sure you have what you need to be successful and 
happy at school, and support you in making healthy and responsible choices that result in 
success. In order for all students to meet the expectation of success in all classes and to create 
an enjoyable, positive, friendly and fun learning environment, PREP students will: 

Be Here     Be Engaged  Be Supportive  Be Safe 

What if I am struggling in 
school or to meet classroom 
expectations? 

We all know that student success is directly connected to student engagement in learning. Barriers 
that most impact student achievement include social distractions and attendance. Assistance is 
available for students who seek out support. There are numerous ways students can get help, 
including the After School Math Help Room (321), the Writing Room (215), Check and Connect 
(373), staying after with teachers, or staying after with Mr. Abbott. 

What is the discipline 
policy? 

Non-punitive corrections will be made whenever possible. PREP will collaborate with 9th grades 
dean Mr. Eugene and Mr. Walker regarding these matters. PREP will also collaborate with Check 
and Connect regarding absences and tardies when possible. 

Cell Phones: My cell phone 
is a huge distraction to me 

Students are expected to be engaged in learning and productive. You may use cell phones with 
teacher permission for academic purposes only.  

There are no verbal reminders or warnings. If you are not able to honor this expectation: 

1. Teacher holds phone until the end of the period 
2. Referral to Administration and phone call home 
3. Referral to Administration and a parent meeting to discuss cell phone use and 

expectations 

  



 

  

Attendance According to The Consortium on Chicago School Research at the University of Chicago, 
“Freshmen who miss more than two weeks of school flunk, on average, at least two classes—no 
matter whether they arrive at high school with top test scores or below-average scores. In fact, 
freshmen who arrive with high test scores but miss two weeks of school per semester are more 
likely to fail a course than freshmen with low test scores who miss just one week” (Fall 2007). 

Late/Tardy Your timeliness to class is a key factor in your academic success. If you are late to PREP class and 
the door is locked, you need to go to the front desk and get a late pass. If you have been meeting 
with another Roosevelt staff member, you need a written pass from them. 

If you are not able to get to class on time, we need to talk about it about why this is happening. 

1. Discuss the issue with teacher. 
2. Warning and lunch detention. 
3. Lunch detention means phone call home and a conversation with Administration. 

Phone calls home and potential problem solving meeting. 

Absences Because we know the importance of attendance in your high school career, If you are missing 
classes regularly we will have conversations about what is keeping you from getting to school with 
you and your family. We also may refer you to Check and Connect for more support in that area. 
Also, refer to student handbook for school policy and state law. 

Academic Integrity: 
Plagiarism  

Plagiarism is when students knowingly present another person’s language or ideas (or paper) as if 
it was their own work.  Plagiarism includes using the words, ideas, answers, or works of another 
writer without providing clear acknowledgement of the original author and accurate citation. If 
you cut-and-paste various sentences found at a number of different web sites and/or works, and 
incorporate them into your essay without properly citing them, this is still plagiarism.1 

Plagiarism is a serious problem and will be dealt with accordingly. 
1 Brown, Paola. Avoid Plagiarism! Mesa Community College, Web. August 2014.  

How are our assignments 
graded in PREP? 

Most graded assignments will be graded on a scale of 0 – 4: 

No Attempt 
Beginning 
Towards 

Expectations 

Developing 
Towards 

Expectations 

Meeting 
Expectations 

Exceeding 
Expectations 

0 1 2 3 4 
0% 25% 50% 75% 100% 

  

How do our class grades 
work in PREP? 

Grades are based on a percentage of total points earned. The PREP Year 9 Standards-Based 
Grade scale is used as follows: 

≥ 82. 5% A 66.75%  B 54.25% C 

75% A- 62.5% B- 50% C- 

71% B+ 58.5% C+ 37.5% D 

   < 35.7% F 
  

How much are assignments 
worth in PREP? 

Assignments fall into 5 categories, each worth a percentage of the grade: 

• PREP Content Assessments 35% 
• PREP Content Practice  10% 
• Academic Lab    35% 
• Academic Identity  10% 
• Organization/Planner  10% 


