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I am Profe Eliason!
This is my 3rd year at Roosevelt in the Spanish  Immersion program after having spent 10 years at
Anwatin Middle School  in the Spanish Immersion program.     I love teaching and love what I teach, and I
can’t wait to share it with you!  I commit to respecting and honoring you as an individual.  I am always
open to talking with you about any concerns you may have, and available to help as needed.  I want you to
LOVE this class while you LEARN as much as possible.    And I want our classroom to feel like a safe and
fun learning environment where you are encouraged to always do your best.  I can’t wait to see what each
of you brings to this classroom as the unique person you are - I know we will all learn a lot from each
other!

Spanish Immersion United States History
This course will explore the history, current events and other pertinent topics related to the United States.
As a Spanish Immersion class we will also explicitly grow Spanish Language skills.  Students will be
expected to engage in critical thinking as related to the course content, and maintain the target
language of Spanish in the classroom. The 4 modalities of language; speaking, listening, writing and
reading, will be intentionally embedded into our curriculum throughout the year:

● Mondays:  Students will read, write about and discuss current events in Spanish.  Students are
expected to watch / read the news during the week as well for homework.

● Tuesdays / Thursdays:  Students will begin class with independent reading of historical fiction /
nonfiction. A variety of books in a variety of reading levels are available in the classroom.  Students
are also invited to bring in a book from home or the library to read during this time as long as it
fits in the genre of historical fiction or nonfiction.  Donations to the classroom library are always
accepted!  The remainder of class time will be dedicated to our week’s content topic.

● Wednesdays: Students will spend the class on in depth learning of the week’s content topic.
Activities and learning will include speaking, listening, writing and reading.

● Fridays:  Students will participate in socratic seminars each Friday, in a student led conversation
run entirely in Spanish. Students will have the opportunity to pick a topic that interests them
from our unit, research it, present a mini-lesson on the topic to the class and prepare a discussion
guide that sparks class discussion.  Students will be graded on their verbal participation, and
presenting students will also be graded on their research and presentation.  There will be
dedicated class time each Friday for research and preparation.  Students should plan to work on
this presentation at home as well in the weeks prior to their presentation.

Communication:
I am always open to questions or comments from students or families.  Students can approach me during
class or between classes with questions or concerns.  I can be reached via email and I am always happy to
discuss a student’s progress or any other issue that may impact learning.
robyn.eliason@mpls.k12.mn.us Please let me know if you have any questions, concerns or
information you would like to share with me.  Thanks!
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What I ask of you:
o Be respectful to all, including yourself
o Use only Spanish in the classroom
o participate in our learning - this includes asking for help as needed and communicating

your needs to the teacher.

Attendance and what to do if absent
Adhere to school wide policies as posted on the school website. Come to class and be on time!

If you are absent please check google classroom for any posted work.  Make sure to look at the weekly
slideshow - it will be labeled by the unit / week of study we are on plus the dates (Sep6-9Unit1Week1 for
example).  Weekly slides will be broken up by day, so you can easily see what you missed in class.
Connecting assignments will be posted in Google Classroom.  Be sure to email Profe with any questions or
if you will be absent for an extended amount of time.

Course materials - to have in class each day:
● You will need a class notebook for taking notes and reflecting on learning.  This notebook can be

left in class or carried back and forth each day, depending on your preference.
● Bring your chromebook charged and ready to class EVERY day.  Most of your turned in work will

be done through google classroom.  There are limited outlets in the classroom so charging in class
will be challenging.  Charge at night before school!

● All classwork, lessons, links and activities will be posted in our Google Classroom.  Please make
sure to check there if you are absent!

Technology Use Guidelines & Procedure
● You will not need to use a cell phone in class!  You can put it safely away during class. If you forget,

you will be asked to put it away.   You can and will be responsible for ensuring your cell phone is
not a distraction in class.  Thank you!

Grading Scale:
Formative Assessments = 20% of your grade
graded on a 0/1/2 scale.  0=missing, 1=incomplete or incorrect, 2=complete and correct
Summative Assessment = 80% of your grade
graded using the 8 point MYP Criterion Rubrics in the areas of Knowing and understanding, Investigating,
Communicating and Thinking Critica
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Academic Honesty:
Students are expected to read, understand and adhere to the Academic Honesty Policy.


