
ESL 2A & 2B 2022-2023

Course Description
This is an integrated English Language Arts (Language and Literature) and English Language

Learning course.  This course will be taught as a block: two (2) class periods in a row, with the same
group of students. The first half will focus on developing and strengthening literacy skills, utilizing the
ELL Teen Literacy Curriculum (2A).  The second half of the block will support literacy and expand
language practice to include all four language modalities (reading, writing, speaking, and listening)
using the Edge Curriculum (2B).  We will use the Common Core English Language Arts (CC ELA)
Standards as well as the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards and Key Language
Uses to guide us as we read, listen, speak, and write about a range of topics.

Who is my teacher?
Leah Laurent
leah.laurent@mpls.k12.mn.us
Google Voice: 612.405.0781
Rm 311

You can expect from me:
-High expectations
-High Support/Scaffolds
-Lots of fun and games while we work hard together

My expectations for you:
-Respect Self, Community, Space
-Be present and engaged; participate daily
-Speak your truth and ask questions

Attendance:
Adhere to school wide policies, as discussed at the beginning of the school year.

Course Materials:
In order to work on the course objectives, students need to have a computer that can get onto the internet
and has a full keyboard. Chromebooks will be distributed to all who need them. Everything else will be provided
and kept in the classroom

Technology Use Guidelines & Procedures
Charge your Chromebook every night and bring it to class every day. If your Chromebook is lost or damaged,
see Ms. Hansen in the media center.  Cell phones, headphones, or earbuds will not be allowed unless
specifically stated for a particular activity.  Cell phones/earbuds will be collected if I see them in class and will
be returned at the end of class (or the day, in case of repeated warnings).

mailto:leah.laurent@mpls.k12.mn.us


Grading Scale:
● Summative Assessments are 80% of your grade.  This section will include any quizzes, tests, projects, and

presentations.  Students will know about quizzes and tests  in advance and will have the opportunity to
review and practice in class.  Projects and presentations will be scaffolded and worked on in class.

○ You cannot pass the course unless you take all summative assessments.
○ Students can retake or re-do Summative assessments.  Students will advocate for themselves

and make a plan with me to continue their learning.
● Formative Assessments are 20% of your grade. This includes daily warm ups and activities and daily class

participation.

Units of Study:
Unit 0: Routines and Procedures: Community Building as a Class
Unit 1: Connections (2A)

Who am I? (2B)
What Makes Us Wise? (2B)

Unit 2:Communication (2A)
Global Village (2B)
What Does it Take to Survive? (2B)

Unit 3: Creativity (2A)
How Important is it to Fit In? (2B)
What is Most Important in Life? (2B)

Targeted Language Features:
Common Connectors/Uncommon Connectors
Comparative Adjectives + Comparative Structures
Referentials
Modals & Conditionals
Sentence Formation → Discourse

If your work is: Extended
Innovative

Accurate
Proficient

Adequate
Inconsistent

Some
Developing
Limited
Partial

Incomplete
Unacceptable
Inaccurate
Insufficient
Evidence

On your
assessment
and in the
gradebook
you’ll see:

8 or 7 or 6 5 4 3 or 2 1

On your report
card these
numbers will
averaged and
translated into
a letter grade

A  100% - 87%

A-  86% - 75%

B+   74-71%
B     70-66%
B-    65-62%

C+   61 - 59%
C     58 - 54%
C-    53 - 50%

D+   49 - 44%
D     43 - 31%
D-    30 - 25%

F    24%-0%



based on this
scale:

Academic Honesty
Respecting and acknowledging the intellectual property of others, including other people’s ideas, words,
graphs, diagrams, charts and pictures, photographs, works of music, art or literature. Acknowledging all used
sources. It is acceptable to include words, ideas, data, diagrams, tables, graphs, film clips and pictures from
books and online sources in assignments. Students must always credit where they have got the information
used, both in the body of the written work and on the Works Cited page at the end, using the correct
referencing format.

Student’s Responsibility :
● Read and understand the Academic Honesty Policy.
● Students genuinely attempt formative work, with the work or ideas of others fully and correctly

acknowledged through correct use of citations, and understand that it is an opportunity to
receive feedback on their learning and make plans for improvement.

● Ensure that summative assessment work is authentically their own, with the work or ideas of
others fully and correctly acknowledged.

● Comply with all internal school deadlines.
● Understand the definitions of what is considered academic dishonesty.
● Take ownership of learning by asking for clarification of instructions when necessary and seeking

help when needed.
● Talk to teachers when feeling overwhelmed to discuss assignments and time management

strategies to reduce the stress.
● Report malpractice and help cultivate a culture of academic honesty at their school.

Violation Procedures: First infractions (violations) will be handled by your teacher, subsequent infractions of the
policy will involve working with a dean and possibly a counselor or coordinator of a program.


