
FRENCH I – FALL 2022 

Instructor:  Laura Graber, contact info:  Laura.Graber@mpls.k12.mn.us 

Bienvenue en classe de français!  We will embark on our study of French language and culture by 
engaging in the four modalities of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

Materials:  You must have a notebook and pocket folder to use only for French class and you must 
always come prepared with paper and a pen or pencil.  You will need to learn the habit of taking good 
notes and not losing them.  You will be able to access notes and assignments on google classroom if 
you are absent, lose something, or just want to review.  Or we end up in distance learning  

Homework:  Homework generally consists of finishing work not completed in class, but even when there 
is no written assignment you always should spend some time reviewing notes and going over 
vocabulary.  Homework that is completed on time, which means the BEGINNING of class on the day it’s 
due, will be marked for full credit.  To keep that full credit you must make any needed corrections to you 
work as we go over it.   Assignments can be completed in class for half credit.  If you are late without an 
excused pass your homework is late as well.  If you are absent and come with an excusal note see me to 
get your work marked for full credit.  If you are unexcused you can still do the work for half credit.  After 
we have gone over the work you will keep all of your assignments in your French folder, which I will 
collect and grade every ten pages or so.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING YOUR WORK TOGETHER 
AND FOR GETTING MAKE-UP WORK!!!  ***I do not have extra copies of assignments; if you lose yours 
you will need to either download and print a new one from google classroom or copy answers onto a 
notebook paper.  There is a printer available in the media center if you do not have access to one. 

Engagement:  You can’t learn a new language without speaking it!  Students are required to participate 
cheerfully in ALL class activities, which generally consist of partner activities or group work, games and 
competitions, oral activities and correcting homework aloud or on the board.  The engagement portion 
of the grade will be earned by volunteering to respond in French during activities, answer questions or 
show work on the board; refusing to join in class activities will make you lose points.  I will keep a tally 
sheet of each student’s points.  Scores of 8 – 0 will be awarded based on how often a student 
participates in class activities and volunteers to speak in class.  The more you try the easier it gets, plus 
just sitting there gets pretty dull! And when we do speaking assessments you will be sorry you didn’t 
practice in class, just saying.  

Quizzes:  We will usually have a short quiz at the end of each lesson, about once a week.  If you miss a 
quiz you will need to come in before or after school to make it up within a week of the absence.  
Missing counts as zero in the grade book so be sure and take care of your business.  I do not offer re-
takes on these short and frequent quizzes.  Be prepared the first time or do better the next! 

Exams/Projects/Essays:  A larger assessment will be given at the end of each unit, usually doubling as 
the final for the quarter.  If you feel the need to re-take a large summative assessment you will need to 
meet with me to first make a study plan, then arrange a time to re-do it in a timely fashion. 

Grades:  Quarter grades are weighted in the following manner: 

20%  formative assesssments (homework/classwork (10%) participation (10%)) 

80%  summative assessments (quizzes (40%) exams/essays/projects/presentations 
(40%) 



All grades will be based on the 8-0 IB/MYP Style Rubric 

 A = 87%  B = 66%  C = 54%  D = 31% 

 A- = 75% B- = 63% C- = 50% D- = 25% 

B+ = 71% C+ = 59% D+ = 44% F = 0% 

Units of Study:  See the Scope and Sequence document on our Google Classroom. 

Attendance:  Consistent attendance is the best way to insure success.  Even when an absence is excused 
you are missing out on whatever we are doing in class.  Please make every effort to be in class every 
day, on time and prepared with the necessary materials.  If you have to be absent you need to be 
responsible for communicating with me about your missed work or arranging a time for making up 
quizzes, getting homework marked if you were excused, and copying notes from a classmate.  Be 
proactive and get the notes and/or work on google classroom while you’re out.  I am generally here 
before or after school if you want help; don’t be shy, and don’t wait until the last minute.   

Tardy Policy:  Be aware that if you are late without a pass any homework that is due that day is also late 
and you will miss class activities, which will adversely affect your grade.  The RHS tardy policy sets out 
procedures and consequences for habitual late-comers; don’t be one! 

Academic Honesty:  We will be following the RHS Academic Honesty policies; see the full document on 
our Google Classroom. 

Electonics Policy:  Electonics in class will only be permitted for specific activities as directed by the 
teacher, or per IEP/504 plans.  For more information see the document on our Google Classroom. 

Rules and Expectations:   

1. Be on time and prepared for class every day.  This includes having your notebook, pen or 
pencil, and your planner.  Being prepared includes a positive attitude!!! 

2. Students MUST participate in all class activities.  Be an active learner! 
3. Show respect to your classmates, your school and your teacher.  Make Roosevelt and this 

class a pleasant place to be. 
4. Food, candy, gum and pop are not to be consumed in the classroom.  If you win candy as a 

prize be sure to use a wastebasket for the wrapper…should I have to say this?!  I don’t need 
any free-loading mice trying to learn French with us!  You can bring water. 

5. Four passes per quarter, one student can be out at a time.  Wait for an appropriate time to 
ask, and not during the first or last ten minutes of a class. 

6. Electronics are to be powered down and put away, bell to bell, including headphones.  
That means in a bag or a zippered pocket, not in your lap or on your desk.  Any phones out 
during class time will be collected by a dean and held until the end of the day, as per the 
RHS phone policy.  You can charge your phone only if it OFF or on AIRPLANE MODE.   

I have read and I understand the French syllabus. 

 _____________________________________________________(student signature) 

 _____________________________________________________(parent signature)   



  

  

  


