
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS -- INCOMING 9TH GRADE REGISTRATION 
PROCESS 
 

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

Incoming 9th Grade Registration General 
Questions 

Christol Schultz, Master Scheduler and PR 
Coordinator 
cschultz@mpls.k12.mn.us  

General Roosevelt Questions Cristine Patlan, Community & Family Engagement 
Cristina.Patlan@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Advanced Academics Robyn Cook, Advanced Academics Coordinator 
Robyn.Cook@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
Nicole Lamb, IBCP Coordinator 
Nicole.Lamb@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
Marika Belusa, MYP Coordinator 
Marika.Belusa@mpls.k12.mn.us  

AVID Mark Rugnetta, AVID Coordinator 
Mark.Rugnetta@mpls.k12.mn.us  

CTE-Auto, Construction & Welding Catherine Ludowese, Building Construction 
Catherine.Ludowese@mpls.k12.mn.us  

CTE-Health Careers Kari Slade, Coordinator 
Kari.Slade@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Counseling & Specific Questions about your 
student 

School Counselors 
Kate Knight-DeLeon (last names A-F) 
Katelyn.Knight-DeLeon@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
 

Mark Heymans (last names G-M) 
Mark.Heymans@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
Sandra Kroger (last names N-Z) 
Sandra.Kroger@mpls.k12.mn.us  

English Content Rebecca Oberg, 9th Grade English 
Rebecca.Oberg@mpls.k12.mn.us  

ESL Lisa Johnson 
Lisa.Johnson@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Fine Arts Adrian Davis - Choir 
Adrian.Davis@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 

Nick Wilson - Band/Orchestra 
Nicholas.Wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us 
 
Christy Campbell - Visual Arts 
Christina.Campbell@mpls.k12.mn.us  
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Mariah Johnson - Performing Arts 
Mariah.Johnson@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Math Content Katy Zetah 
Katherine.Zetah@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Science Content Katherine Carter 
Katherine.Carter@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Social Studies Content Adam Farrell 
Adam.Farrell@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Spanish Immersion Maureen Dowling, Coordinator 
Maureen.Dowling@mpls.k12.mn.us  

Special Education Nicole Lamb 
Nicole.Lamb@mpls.k12.mn.us  

World Languages Jessica.Kutz 
Jessica.Kutz@mpls.k12.mn.us 

 
GENERAL QUESTIONS 
Q: If I submit in my 9th Grade Registration Form right away, do I have a better chance of 
getting my top choice classes?  
A: All registration forms completed by Friday, May 8 are processed together. For families 
completing the form independently at home, we prefer to receive them by Thursday, May 7. For 
families needing additional assistance, we will reach out after May 8th.  
 
Q: What if I can’t submit my registration form online? How will I register for classes?  
A: Any student that is unable to submit their registration form online will receive a phone call 
from the counseling department to assist the student/family in completing the form.  
 
Q: What if my incoming 9th grader went to a non-MPS school last year?  
A: In addition to the registration form, you will NEED to complete a form 13.  Please contact 
your counselor to complete. 
 
 Q: What if my incoming 9th grader would like to continue in AVID or start taking AVID?  
A: In addition to the registration form, you will need to contact Mark.Rugnetta@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
 Q: What if my incoming 9th grader has an IEP?  
A: Please contact Nicole.Lamb@mpls.k12.mn.us  
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BAND & ORCHESTRA QUESTIONS 
Q: Who do I contact if I have questions about band or orchestra?  
A: You can contact director, Nick Wilson (nicholas.wilson@mpls.k12.mn.us), with questions 
about levels and auditions.  
 
ENGLISH QUESTIONS 
Q: What are my English choices?  
A: All incoming Roosevelt  9th graders take English 9 together. This allows for a common Teddy 
experience to welcome, invite, and inform 9th graders with as little disruption to their schedule 
as possible. It is a yearlong course. 
 
MATH QUESTIONS 
Q: My student is in Algebra or Algebra 8, should they take Intermediate Algebra or 
Geometry? 
A:  

● My student currently attends MPS: 
○ Counselors at the MPS middle schools and K8s send the math department and 

counselors in the high school recommendations for each student. 
○ If your student is in Algebra 8 as an 8th grade student they will take Intermediate 

Algebra as a 9th grade student. 
○ If your student is in Algebra or a Telescoped class they will take Geometry as a 

9th grade student. 
● My student does not currently attend MPS:  It’s often best to follow the recommendation 

of their current math teacher, but here’s a quick way to help identify how much algebra 
they’ve had. Ask your student to explain to you as much as they can about quadratic 
functions. If they can explain to you that it looks like a U shape, can use vocabulary like 
“vertex” and “parabola,” know of the quadratic formula, and have been very successful in 
Algebra this year, then they should likely register for Geometry. If they have never heard 
about quadratic functions, they should likely register for Intermediate Algebra. 

 
Q: My student is in Intermediate Algebra and has been successful, what math class 
should they take? 
A: Geometry 
 
Q: My student is in Geometry and has been successful, what math class should they 
take? 
A: Advanced Algebra 
 
Q: My student is in Advanced Algebra or UMTYMP, what math class should they take? 
A: This is a more individualized conversation that you should have with our math contact Katy 
Zetah at Katherine.Zetah@mpls.k12.mn.us  
 
Q:  My student struggles with math, what supports will there be in high school? 
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A:    The math department hosts after school math help Tuesday - Thursday after school. 
Teachers are also available to help during advisory study halls and by appt. 
 
Q:  Does my student need a calculator? 
A:    For intermediate algebra and geometry courses a scientific calculator will be just fine.  Most 
cell phones have all the capabilities your student will need.  As your student enters higher level 
mathematics a graphing calculator is helpful (and can be used on the ACT too).  
 
 

An example of a scientific calculator An example of a graphing calculator 

 
 

 
The math classrooms also have a limited supply of graphing calculators that are used in the 
classroom that go through batteries quickly.  Any donations of  AAA batteries would be greatly 
appreciated! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCIENCE QUESTIONS 
 
Q: What are the options for science? 
A:  Incoming freshmen all take Physical Science, which is a combination of Physics, Chemistry, 
and Earth Science.  
 
Q:  Is there an advanced/honors science class for freshmen?   
A:  Nearly all incoming Roosevelt 9th graders take Physical Science together. This allows for a 
common Teddy experience to welcome, invite, and inform 9th graders with as little disruption to 
their schedule as possible. However, for students who want to dig deeper into content, an 
honors option is available.  Both are yearlong courses that will prepare students to take a 
science course of their choosing in 10th grade including advanced options.  
 
Q: Will the district be offering the advanced standing science test to 8th graders this 
year? 
A:  The logistics and possibility of offering this test are still being evaluated by our district 
Science Specialist, Jenn Rose.  Please direct any questions regarding this to her via e-mail at 
Jennifer.Rose@mpls.k12.mn.us or ask your middle school science teacher. 
 
Q: How will the recent changes to MN science standards affect my student?  
A:  Incoming freshmen will not be impacted by these changes as districts have been given five 
years to plan how best to deliver the revised standards (scope and sequence of coursework).  A 
group of 30-40 K-12 teachers have already started meeting to determine how these will be 
implemented in MPS.  
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES QUESTIONS 

Q: What are the options for social studies? 

A:  Incoming freshmen all take one semester of economics and one semester of government. 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE QUESTIONS 
 
Q: What level of language should my child take? 
A: All students should refer to the recommendation given to them by their middle school 
teachers. If they are unsure what their recommendation is, or if they did not receive a 
recommendation, below is a general guideline of where students get placed: 
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Spanish 

Live in a home where Spanish is spoken regularly but might not feel comfortable speaking, 

reading, writing in Spanish = Spanish for Spanish Speakers 1) 

 

Any other Spanish questions should be directed to sara.clark-orive@mpls.k12.mn.us  

 

French 

A program with every day French for 1 year  >> French 2 

A program with every day French for 2 years >>  French 3 

Several years of French, but not every day  >>  French 2 or 3 

Less than 1 year of every day French  >>  French 1 

Any other French questions should be directed to laura.graber@mpls.k12.mn.us  

 

Arabic 

Prior Arabic experience  >>  contact teacher dalia.mohamed@mpls.k12.mn.us 

 

Q: How will the pandemic affect my language placement? Should I sign up for a level lower 

than what was recommended since we didn’t get the full year of face-to-face language 

learning? 

A: We are taking into account that all students will have missed a large portion of face-to-face 

interaction this past year, and encourage you to still sign up for the level that you were 

recommended. Our lessons will be adjusted in the fall to accommodate any missed instruction 

from the spring.  

 
Q: I’ve heard that in order to get the IB diploma, my child needs to reach at least year 5 of 
language learning. How can I do this if I start in level 1 as a freshman? 
A: While it is true that we normally test for the IB diploma in year 5 or higher, we allow diploma 
candidates to test in year 4. We will absolutely work with your child to make sure they can test in 
year 4 if they are a diploma candidate.  
 
Q: What language should I take if I want to get the IB diploma? 
A: Spanish, Arabic, and French are all languages that will put you on an IB diploma track. 
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