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◈ Course Overview:    
This is an IB course that follows the IB curriculum. At the end of the class you are encouraged to 

take the IB SL exam in Biology. The topics covered are listed below. This class is designed for 

students who have taken biology and want a rigorous and academically challenging class. The 

course will require a lot of outside work and studying. Topics: Cells, Chemistry of Life, Genetics, 

Ecology and Evolution, and Human health and physiology 

 

◈ Textbook:  
★ Oxford IB Diploma Programme Biology Course Companion 2014 Edition 

 
◈ Materials Needed 

➢ Writing Utensil  
➢ Notebook 
➢ 3-Ring Binder or Folder 
➢ Calculator 
➢ Planner 
➢ Notecards  

 
◈ Grading 

1. Formative (Activities, Labs, Projects, Homework)            
………………………………………........................................................................... 20% 

2. Summative  
..……………………………………………………....................................................... 80% 
All assignments are graded on an 8-point scale: 
 

Scale 7 - 8 5 - 6 3 - 4 1 - 2 0 

Grade A B C D F 

 
 
◈ During Class 

Class will consist of lecture, inquiry-based student activities, and lab. Lecture sessions 
will typically involve PowerPoint presentations with recurrent Q&A review, as well as 
discussion of the course material and current events related to the unit being covered. 
Participate actively and do not hesitate to ask questions—other students may have the 
same questions. Review sessions will usually be conducted before exams, but optimal 
performance in this course will require that you keep up with the required readings, bring 
your book and materials to class, take notes in class, and study outside of class. 

 
 
 
 
 
◈ Classroom Expectations 
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1. Students are expected to come to class prepared with all materials and homework 
completed before the bell rings.  

2. As you enter the classroom, you should either  
a) turn in your homework if no questions 
or 
b) If questions, keep your homework until the bell ringer is completed and then 
proceed to ask your question. 

3. As soon as the bell rings, all students should be seated working on the bellringer  
4. Students are expected to treat each other, the teacher and the classroom with respect.  

 
◈ Honor Code in the Classroom 
➢ Teachers and students also need to have respect for each other.   
➢ You will have multiple opportunities to work together cooperatively in this class.  It is important 

that each of us respect one another's strengths and weaknesses.  
➢ Inappropriate behavior in the laboratory will NOT be tolerated. Such behavior will result in 

removal from the lab, and a zero for that experiment. This is to keep everyone safe. 
 
◈ Academic Integrity 
Students engaged in academic dishonesty will be penalized on the assignment, may be given 

the opportunity to resubmit the assignment for credit, and they will be reported to their dean  for 

disciplinary action and Administration if applicable. 

 

Academic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: 

• cheating on assignments or tests 

• plagiarizing (misrepresenting as one’s own anything done by another) 

• submitting the same or substantially similar papers or creative work for more than one 

course without consent of all instructors concerned. 

• depriving another of necessary course materials 

• sabotaging another’s work 

• colluding to support malpractice by another student 

• To avoid plagiarism, words and ideas used to support one’s argument MUST be  

acknowledged in all journals, papers and presentations.  

 

In our class, you are required to use APA citation style. Passages that are quoted verbatim must 

be enclosed within quotation marks and the author must be acknowledged.  Electronic media 

(websites, etc.)  must be treated the same way as books and journals, and the sources of all 

photographs, maps, illustrations, etc. must also be acknowledged if not your own work.  

 
◈ Attendance 
If you miss class, or want a resource from class, find it on my class moodle page or email me 

directly only after checking moodle. 

�My moodle page:   rooseveltscience.org   Choose “Reigstad IB Biology”  

 

 

◈ MAKE-UP WORK POLICY: 
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MAKE ATTENDANCE A PRIORITY!  The best way to succeed in class is to BE in class!  If 
absent, the student is responsible to get the work from the teacher or peers.  Students should 
turn in make-up work within 1 week of the date that it was assigned.  Unexcused late work 
will not receive full credit.  Arrangements can be made for absences due to illness or family 
emergencies. 
 
◈ Tardy Policy 
At the bell, you are expected to be in your assigned seat and ready to work.  This is a science 
classroom with lab space at the back.  Lab space does not count as “in your assigned seat and 
ready to work.”  If you have to walk through a closed door, you need to be carrying a pass.  
 

Students entering when tardy will be changed to tardy in gradebook no matter 

how late they are 

➢ If a student arrives after 25 minutes, they are marked tardy and allowed to stay in class. 

➢ 5  - Detention with teacher or 008 (Sign up for the day outside 008)  

➢ 10 - Detention and Off on weekends  - Dean meeting with guardian 

➢ 20 - Detention, No extracurricular activity and bus card off on weekends for rest of 

Quarter - until restorative meeting with Parent, Dean, and Admin 

➢ Students with 20 + tardies will have their bus cards turned off for weekends for the 

remainder of the quarter 

➢ On Mondays a list will be posted outside 008 for students and a list will be permanently 

shared with teachers.  

 
◈ Pass Policy 

➢ Two hard passes in the class for bathroom/water use only (Only 2 students allowed out 

for bathroom/water at a time)  

➢ Pink passes for specific destinations 

○ Pink passes will be used for destinations other than bathroom/water. 

○ Pink passes cannot be used for bathroom passes. 

➢ No pass lists 

○ Teachers will manage no pass list for each class 

○ If a student is late or absent for 3 or more days in the previous week, a student is 

on a classroom no pass list for the current week.  

○ Students will be on no pass list regardless if they are excused or unexcused.  

○ Failure to return to class on a pass will automatically result in no pass list.  

○ Classroom no pass list resets each week.  

○ Building wide extenuating circumstances will supercede this pass policy.  

 

◈ Labs 
1. Labs are an important time for learning.   
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2. Carelessness can lead to accidents and injuries so misbehavior or not listening to 
directions will not be tolerated.   

3. You will be asked to leave the lab experience if you are not participating correctly and an 
alternative assignment will be given to you. 

4. You will be given a laboratory contract that you and your guardian must sign 
before you can participate in labs.  
 

◈ Participation 
➢ Staying engaged in lectures and discussions will benefit your performance in this class. 
➢ Participation during classroom discussions and Q & A periods will be monitored and will 

be a part of your Ongoing Assessments grade. 
 

◈ Teacher Assistance 
➢ Please check the posting outside my door for office hours 
➢ Feel free to contact me via email or moodle.    

 

◈ Cell Phone and Electronics Policy  
I follow the RHS cell phone policy. 
Cell phones are a distraction to learning.  It is my job to help you learn and be a successful 
student.  When you are distracted by your cell phone, you cannot give all of your attention to 
learning.  Therefore, cell phones are not allowed out in my classroom (unless I have specifically 
announced that you may use them).  Your cell phone will be taken away if I can see it during 
class.  It is helpful for your learning and for our classroom community for each of us to focus on 
biology and each other and not the distraction of our devices.   
Phone charging:  you may only charge your phone in the official phone charging station at the 
front of the room and you will not have access to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2   Syllabus & Cell Phone Agreement 
 
Due By:____________________ 
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Student name (printed) _________________________________________________ Class 
period _______________ 
 
Questions about the information in this document: 
 
 
 
 
I have read and understand this course information in the syllabus. 
 
 
_________________________   __________________    
Student’s signature    Date 
 
 
 

Cell Phone Agreement 
Student Signature Required: 

 
I, _________________________________________, understand that having my cell  
  (student signature) 
phone out during class does not help me or my classmates in our learning. 
 
I understand that I cannot have my cell phone out in Ms. Carter’s class unless she has 
given me permission. 
 
I understand that if I have my phone out a dean will be called to take my phone. 
 
Signature: 

 
 
 

 
 


