
RHS 2020-2021 Syllabus IB History of the Americas Year 1
(HotA)

Instructor: Brian FitzGerald
brian.fitzgerald@mpls.k12.mn.us Google Voice # (612) 217 - 1663

Google Classroom
Hour Google Classroom GC Code GC Meet Link

1st Click here to access GC hrijcsg Click here for Meet link

2nd Click here to access GC ildqebj Click here for Meet link

3rd Click here to access GC dg7yael Click here for Meet link

Days/Times of Class: As per RHS schedule
Mr. Fitz's Staff Homepage

Course Overview:
Course Description: “The IB Diploma Programme (DP) history course is a world history course based on
a comparative and multi- perspective approach to history. It involves the study of a variety of types of
history, including political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a balance of structure and
flexibility. The course emphasizes the importance of encouraging students to think historically and to
develop historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a premium on developing the skills of
critical thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. In this way,
the course involves a challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past.” – IB History Guide, 2020

Grading
● 80 summative/20 formative grade breakdown
● 2-1-0 homework checks & other smaller assignments (mostly for completion or practice,

not measurement or growth per se) 2= complete; 1= partially; 0= incomplete
● Some formative assessments will be graded as per the RHS 8 point grading scale
● All summative assessments are required to pass the class; student must have

attempted all summative assessments and received a 2 or higher (out of 8 on the rubric) to
pass the assessment.

● Paper 1 and Paper 2 Markbands will be used to assess Paper 1 and Paper 2 summative assessments.
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8-point Grade Scale for 2022-2023
Descriptors Scale Percentages Description Explanation for Non-MYP Courses

Work is…
Extended
Innovative
Accomplished
Hones

8 - 7

-------

6

100% - 87%

86% - 75%

A

A-

7-8 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Consistently
demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently
transfers knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a
variety of complex classroom and real-world situations; contexts can be
familiar or unfamiliar.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
6- Produces high-quality, occasionally innovative work. Demonstrates
critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses
knowledge and skills in challenging familiar and unfamiliar classroom
and real-world situations, often with independence.

Work is…
Accurate
Proficient
Substantial

5 74-71%
70-66%
65-62%

B+
B
B-

5- Produces generally good to high-quality work. Demonstrates critical
and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge
and skills in challenging familiar classroom and real-world situations
and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations.

Work is….
Adequate
Inconsistent
Reasonable

4 61 - 59%
58 - 54%
53 - 50%

C+
C
C-

4- Produces acceptable to good quality work. Often demonstrates basic
critical and creative thinking. Uses knowledge and skills with some
flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in
unfamiliar situations; sometimes inconsistent
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
3- Produces work of an acceptable quality. Begins to demonstrate basic
critical and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of knowledge
and skills, requiring support even in familiar classroom situations; often
inconsistent

Work is...
Developing
Limited
Partial

3 - 2 49 - 44%
43 - 31%
30 - 25%

D+
D
D-

2-Produces work of limited quality. Infrequently demonstrates critical or
creative thinking. Generally inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills;
infrequently applies knowledge and skills.
-Limited application and success using foundational skills, with
scaffolding and/or teacher support
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
1- Produces work of very limited quality. Very rarely demonstrates critical
or creative thinking. Very inflexible; rarely uses knowledge or skills.

Work is..
Incomplete
Unacceptable
Inaccurate
Insufficient
evidence

1 - 0 24%-0% F

-No Evidence of understanding
-Did not attempt or no correct understanding was shown
-Did not meet criteria
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Due Dates
Assignments are posted on the Google Classroom with due dates. Late work will not be accepted for points.
Students are expected to ask for an extension if unable to meet the deadline. Extensions are not considered late
work.

Attendance (district policy)
● See RHS attendance policy.

Cell Phone Policy
RHS Red, Yellow, Green practices apply. Students will cooperatively determine specific details with Mr.
Fitz and these details will be updated on the Google Classroom Syllabus.

Hall Pass Policy
Pink passes are needed for passes to leave class with permission. Students will cooperatively determine
specific details with Mr. Fitz and Mr. Moeller and these details will be updated on the Google Classroom
Syllabus.

Inclusion Practices
Student accommodations and modifications will be met by the teacher. Please contact the teacher with questions
and concerns to best address the needs of every student.

Units of Study:

Please see the Unit DL Advanced Academics Unit Map on Google Classroom for more details of each
unit.
Quarter 1
-Paper 1 Prescribed Subject 3 The Move to Global War

Quarter 2
-Paper 2 Topic 5: Early Modern States: Peter the Great’s Russia
-Paper 2 Topic 11: Causes & Effects of 20th Century Wars: The First World War

Quarter 3
-Paper 2 Topic 11: Causes & Effects of 20th Century Wars: The Spanish Civil War
-Internal Assessment (IA) Historical Investigation of student’s choosing

Quarter 4
-Paper 2 Topic 11: Causes & Effects of 20th Century Wars: World War II
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IB Assessments
After Year 2 of the History of the Americas class students can choose to take the SL (standard
level) or HL (high level)  exam.  All students will complete the internal assessment. The SL
external assessments are differentiated below.

SL Assessment Breakdown*

*(the Weighting represents IB testing during senior year. It does not reflect grading for HotA Yr 1)
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HL Assessment Breakdown**

**(the Weighting represents IB testing during senior year. It does not reflect grading for HotA Yr 1)

RHS Academic Honesty Policy
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What does Academic Honesty mean?

Respecting and acknowledging the intellectual property of others, including other people’s ideas, words,

graphs, diagrams, charts and pictures, photographs, works of music, art or literature. Acknowledging all used

sources. It is acceptable to include words, ideas, data, diagrams, tables, graphs, film clips and pictures from

books and online sources in assignments. Students must always credit where they have got the information

used, both in the body of the written work and on the Works Cited page at the end, using the correct

referencing format.

Student’s Responsibility:

● Read and understand the Academic Honesty Policy.

• Students genuinely attempt formative work, with the work or ideas of others fully and correctly

acknowledged through correct use of citations, and understand that it is an opportunity to receive feedback on

their learning and make plans for improvement.

● Ensure that summative assessment work is authentically their own, with the work or ideas of others fully

and correctly acknowledged.

● Comply with all internal school deadlines.

● Understand the definitions of what is considered academic dishonesty.

● Take ownership of learning by asking for clarification of instructions when necessary and seeking help when

needed.

● Talk to teachers when feeling overwhelmed to discuss assignments and time management strategies to

reduce the stress.

● Report malpractice and help cultivate a culture of academic honesty at their school.

Violation Procedures: First infractions (violations) will be handled by your teacher, subsequent infractions of

the policy will involve working with a dean and possibly a counselor or coordinator of a program.
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