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Course Mission Statement 
 
In English Language Arts at Roosevelt High, we strive to become effective readers, thoughtful writers,               
eloquent speakers, active listeners, and critical thinkers. As effective readers, we read what interests us. As                
thoughtful writers, we write about what is important to us. As eloquent speakers, we express complex                
ideas. As active listeners, we question what we hear. As critical thinkers, we look for insightful ideas. Each of                   
these elements will be discussed in more detail during the first weeks of class, but to start let’s take a look at                      
what one of these elements looks like. 
 
Course Overview 
This course will use texts such as art, music, literature, non-fiction, and poetry to respond to the 
significant concepts across English Language Arts. We will work on critically analyzing and responding 
thoughtfully to literature using academic lenses. Students will further their understanding in 
communication through writing, speaking, listening, viewing, responding, and presenting. 
 
Course Objectives 
The overall goal of this course is to develop the skills needed for grade-level reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking. Goals of the course:  
 

● Increase reading level by more than one year (for example, if you read at a second grade level in 
the fall, you will be reading at a fourth grade level by spring). Progress will be measured by the 
WIDA ACCESS and short reading assessments every quarter.  

● Work towards meeting Common Core English Language Arts standards. 
● Set goals and choose strategies that will help you level UP. 

 
Units Overview* 

Quarter 1: 
“For My People” 

● Memoir 
● Biography 

Quarter 2 
“Taking a 
Stand” 

● Persuasive Texts 
● Media Literacy 

Quarter 3: 
“Medium 
Matters” 

● Theater 
● Drama 
● Song 

Quarter 4 
“What Is My 
Story and Who 
Needs to Hear 
It?” 

● Narrative 
● Digital Storytelling 

*May be subject to change 
Required Materials 

● Folder and notebook 
● Writing utensil 
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Grading 
Assignments are assessed on an 8-point for each objective, using the MYP Assessment Criteria. 

1-2 
Just Beginning 

3-4 
Approaching 

5-6 
Meeting 

7-8 
Exemplary 

 
Middle Years Programme – MYP 
9th and 10th grade teams participate in the Middle Years Programme. This is designed to prepare 
students to be life- long learners who can move onto the International Baccalaureate Programme. 
Teachers will work collaboratively to create interdisciplinary units applying the MYP framework. 
 
Class Policies 
 

Ms. Ina’s Three Personal Standards 
Show respect 

Make good decisions 
Solve problems 

 
Attendance 
ESL Level 3A: Literacy and Language Arts is a workshop-style class in which your daily participation and 
work are very important. Also, literacy skills are like developing any muscle, you must practice every day. 
The more you read, the more you will learn and grow. It is important that you are in class every day. 
 
Tardiness 
It is important that you come to class on time everyday. You are expected to be in your seat with all of 
your materials by the time the bell rings. If you are tardy or absent three times or more in a week, you 
will be on the no pass list for our class until you are on time for one full week. 
 
Passes 
You must have a pass in order to leave the room for any reason during the class period. You are allowed 
to bring a water bottle to class. It is the instructor's decision whether or not to sign a pass, and I reserve 
the right to refuse to sign a pass for a variety of reasons. 
  
Personal Electronic Devices 
Electronic devices are only allowed to be used for academic purposes, and only with permission from the 
instructor. If you use a PED without permission, there will be consequences in accordance with the 
schoolwide electronics policy. Your PED should be stored in class in the designated area and should not 
be visible.  
 
Engagement and Behavior 
Our classroom is a community, and each student and family is an important part of it. The choices each of 
us makes has a direct impact on the wellbeing and the academic progress of everyone around us. 
Therefore, each student is expected to follow all school and district rules while in this classroom. 
Students are expected to monitor their own behavior and work, and actively engage in all class activities. 
 
If you choose not to follow our classroom expectations or any school/district rules, you may be asked to 
have an individual conversation with the instructor and/or dean, and your parents will be contacted. 
Other consequences, such as a referral or detention, may also be applied. 
 
Academic Support 



 

I will be available for extra help outside of class after school on Wednesdays.  You may make an 
appointment with me for extra help during other times. 

Student Survey: 2019-2020 School Year 
ESL 3A: Literacy and Language Arts 

Instructor: Ina Ziegler 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Grade ____________________  Parent’s Phone _________________________________ 

Home Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

Your E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have Internet access outside of school? Y N 

Do you have your own cell phone? Y N 

1. What languages do you speak?  What languages can you read and write? 

 

2.  Where were you born?  How long have you lived in Minneapolis? 

 

3.  Who do you live with at home, and what language(s) does your parent or guardian speak?  
 
 

When I call home, will I need someone to translate? 

 

4.  What is your best subject in school?  Why? 

 

 

5.  What subject is hardest for you?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

6.  Think about the best teacher you have ever had. What did that teacher do that really helped you learn? 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
7.  What kinds of class activities help you learn most? 

 

 

 

8.  What are your future goals and/or plans after high school? 

 

 

 

9.  Which topics are you most interested in reading about and discussing in class? 
 

 

 

10.  Write 3 words that describe you. 
 

 
__________________ ___________________     __________________ 

 

11.  What do you wish your teachers in the past had known about you? 
 
 
 
 
 
12. What excites you about reading? AND/OR What are your challenges or fears related to reading?  
 
 


