
Roosevelt Senior High School
IB Language and Literature HL Year 2 2022-2023

Teacher: Ashley Kemp
Room: 139

Google Classroom Code:
Period 5: 5fgcqwp
Period 6:okepoes

Teacher Website: Kemp’s English Class
Email: Ashley.Kemp@mpls.k12.mn.us
Office Ext: 48234
Google Voice: (612) 465-9234
Offic2 Hours: Upon request

Course Overview:
The IB English Language and Literature is designed to support future academic study by
developing high levels of language competence and communication skills, as well as social,
aesthetic and cultural literacy through active engagement with text, both fiction and non-fiction.
This is a rigorous, college preparatory course and it WILL require work outside the school day!

This year will build on texts studied in Y1 and will focus strongly on bodies of works (BoWs) or
non-literary texts to support and increase student confidence, choice and ability to tackle IB
assessments due for course credit from the IB. The primary focus of Y2 will be on academic
writing: constructing effective arguments and developing student skills, voice and style.

Literary texts studied Y1 were: The Great Gatsby, Collection of Neruda poems

What students will learn in the language A: language and literature course:
The course is designed to help students achieve these four aims:

● Develop an understanding of how ‘meaning’ is negotiated between texts, readers, writers
and contexts.

● Develop one’s ability to interpret, analyze and evaluate a range of texts.
● Develop one’s powers of expression.

Develop a lifelong appreciation of language and literature.

Semester 1 topic:  Readers, writers, texts and Time and space:
● IB Learning Outcomes:

○ Students will explore the impact language and literature has on people
○ Students will explore the how style and structure affects meaning
○ Students will consider cultural and historical context that influences how it is

written and received.
○ Students will examine how language reflects identity and place in society

● IB Learning Assessments:
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○ Paper 1-This is an unseen guided textual analysis.  Students are given two
non-literary extracts (the same two that students get at Standard Level).  They
must write about both of them.  There is no choice here.  Just like at Standard
Level, a question is provided and students write a guided textual analysis using
that question to frame their response.  To be clear, they are two separate
responses.

● Anchor Texts:

○ How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent, Julia Alvarez + complementary
non-literary works

○ Adua: A Novel, Igiaba Scego + complementary

Semester 2 topic:  Intertextuality: Connecting texts
● IB Learning Outcomes:

○ Students will explore the conventions of how a text evolves over time
○ Students will consider what diverse texts have in common
○ Students will differentiate the perspectives of topics, issues, and themes

● IB Assessments:
○ Paper 1-This is an unseen guided textual analysis. Students are given two

non-literary extracts (the same two that students get at Standard Level).  They
must write about both of them.  There is no choice here.  Just like at Standard
Level, a question is provided and students write a guided textual analysis using
that question to frame their response.  To be clear, they are two separate
responses.

○ Higher Level Essay- Students write a 1200 – 1500 word processed essay about a
topic of their choice using one literary work or one non-literary body of work that
they have studied in the course.  The essay is internally worked on/completed
during the course and then submitted to the IB for external examination.

● Anchor Texts:
○ Native Son, Richard Wright + complementary
○ Othello, William Shakespeare + complementary

Additional Summative Assessment skills/concepts: (yearlong and ongoing:

● Vocabulary Development & Spelling
Grammar, Usage & Mechanics

● Writing/Compositions
● Oral  Communication
● Research Skills

● IB Learner Profile
● Study Skills
● Visual Presentation



Learner portfolio for Lang & Lit course (required by the IB)

This will be a central element of the course and is mandatory for all students. It will be an
individual collection of student work and thinking done throughout the two years of the course.
This portfolio will form the basis of preparation for IB assessments, but will also be a place for
students to evidence their understanding and reflect on their learning. Strong guidance and
examples will be provided initially, but students will grow increasingly responsible for this
portfolio through the 2 years of the course. Students will be required to hand in this portfolio at
the conclusion of Y2, as the IB may request them.

Grading
● RHS uses a school-wide 8 point rubric for grading
● 20 formative/80 summative grade breakdown with grades updated

every 2 weeks minimum
○ Retakes will be permitted for summatives, per teacher discretion

The final grade of the English A: Language and Literature course is composed of 4 components
at higher level (HL).
35% Paper 1: Guided analysis
HL = 2 separate analyses, one on each text in 2 hr. 15 min.

25% Paper 2: Comparative essay
SL/HL = Answer 1 of 4 essay questions, comparing 2 literary texts (not used for HL Essay or IO.

20% HL Essay
An 1,200-1,500-word (research) essay on a line of inquiry and a non-literary body of work or a
literary work of choice.

20% Individual oral
A 10-minute presentation on how global issues are presented in (extracts from) a non-literary and
literary text.

Inclusion Practices:
Every student will be enabled to access course material, fully participate in learning activities to
enrich the learning experience and demonstrate their knowledge throughout the course.
Reasonable and equitable accommodations will be granted to ensure all needs for education are
met. Additional supports include but not limited to the following:

● Shortened (or supplemental) assignments that meet or enrich the learning target
● Additional help learning and/or exploring outside classroom time
● Conscious and supportive grouping to facilitate learning and promote taking risks
● Supporting students’504s and individual learning plans



● Communication with both students and families what support and/or additional learning
to help students meet the course aims & objectives

Academic Dishonesty/Cheating/ Plagiarism:
Respecting and acknowledging the intellectual property of others, including other people’s ideas,
words, graphs, diagrams, charts and pictures, photographs, works of music, art or literature.
Acknowledging all used sources. It is acceptable to include words, ideas, data, diagrams, tables,
graphs, film clips and pictures from books and online sources in assignments. Students must
always credit where they have got the information used, both in the body of the written work and
on the Works Cited page at the end, using the correct referencing format.

Student’s Responsibility:
● Read and understand the Academic Honesty Policy.
● Students genuinely attempt formative work, with the work or ideas of others fully and

correctly acknowledged through correct use of citations, and understand that it is an
opportunity to receive feedback on their learning and make plans for improvement.

● Ensure that summative assessment work is authentically their own, with the work or ideas of
others fully and correctly acknowledged.
● Comply with all internal school deadlines.
● Understand the definitions of what is considered academic dishonesty.
● Take ownership of learning by asking for clarification of instructions when necessary and
seeking help when needed.
● Talk to teachers when feeling overwhelmed to discuss assignments and time management
strategies to reduce the stress.
● Report malpractice and help cultivate a culture of academic honesty at their school.

Violation Procedures: First infractions (violations) will be handled by your teacher, subsequent
infractions of the policy will involve working with a dean and possibly a counselor or
coordinator of a program.


