
Ceramics 1
2022-2023
Course Description
In this class we will be creating a variety of artworks using a fancy type of mud that we call “clay.” We will
learn how to shape, form, decorate, and glaze pottery, small sculptures, and other artworks, as well as
various techniques and sculpting skills.

Traditionally, ceramic works are usually vessels, or hollow containers. Though you will be making items
other than bowls, teapots and cups, clay artworks need to be kept hollow, for this reason, we will be
referring to most of our clay artworks as “vessels.”

Techniques:
We will be studying many hand-building techniques such as creating pinch-pots, coiling, and slab building.
As our skills improve, we will learn to throw clay on the wheel, and glaze our finished pottery using
under-glaze, and decorative gloss glazes.

Who is Ms Spano?
Hello! I am new to Roosevelt, but have been teaching art for several years at Southwest High School
before this time.  This is the first time I have taught ceramics in over 20 years!  I am excited to explore this
new medium and space with my students!

What is expected of Ms Spano?
o Listen openly and honestly
o Foster a safe and comfortable environment to create and learn about art
o Encourage students to explore and express their personal culture, interests, and emotions
o Provide meaningful and constructive feedback to students.

What is expected of students?
o Engage in the class and the work
o Come prepared to create art, talk about art, and present art.
o Listen openly and honestly
o Communicate with the teacher if you have questions or concerns
o Be respectful of class materials and resources
o Respect one another, respect the equipment, respect yourself
o Be resourceful, seek answers from reliable resources, or trusted classmates first, and then

come to Ms. C (3 before me!)
o IF YOU FINISH EARLY you will be asked to help with additional tasks --like kneading scrap

clay-- OR work on other homework.
Google Classroom Codes:

2nd hour Ceramics: zwf7hvb
4th hour Ceramics: jxgsz5e



Attendance:
Adhere to school wide policies, as discussed at the beginning of the school year. If you know you are going
to miss a day, please see Ms. Campbell within a week of the planned absence. If you missed a day, ask
someone at your table to let you know what you missed, and check in with Ms Campbell for details. All
handouts will be on the class board near the door.

Necessary Course Materials:
o A digital device to access certain resources, a Chromebook or phone should be fine.
o A pen or pencil EVERY day
o A folder to keep handouts and packets.

Technology Use Guidelines

Red Zone, NO Phones During: Yellow Zone, limited phone use for:

Instruction
Demonstrations
Class discussions or critique
Tests/quizzes

Use for:
Work time music (headphones!)
Looking up visual references
Researching techniques
Photographing your work

Do NOT use for:
Texting/calls
Social media (unless art-related)
Games
Videos (unless art-related)

Grading Scale:
Summative Assessments are: 80% of your grade

o Finished projects
o Reflections
o Quizzes/Finals

*You cannot pass the course unless you take all
assessments.
* Retakes will be permitted for summatives, up to one week
after the quarter ends.

Formative Assessments are: 20% of your grade
o Warm-ups
o Packets
o Daily work
o Peer Critiques

Formative Assessments graded on a 0-1-2 scale and MYP
Criterion Rubrics in the areas of Knowing and understanding,
Investigating, Communicating and Thinking Critically
Summative Assessment graded using the [MYP Criterion Rubrics in the areas of Knowing and
understanding, Investigating, Communicating and Thinking Critically.



% or less = NC % = D %= C % = B % = A

Incomplete
Unacceptable
Inaccurate
Insu�cient Evidence

Developing
Limited
Partial

Adequate
Inconsistent

Accurate
Proficient

Extended
Innovative

*******Take-home rule*******
All fired, finished artwork must be taken home by the end of each Quarter, leaving work

behind will result in a FULL GRADE REDUCTION for the project
Units in this class:

Dates Unit Statement of Inquiry Assessments

Quarter 1

9/6-9/9 exploring self
and metaphor
through clay

Students will create a small sculpture in air-dry clay.
The sculpture represents some aspect of your identity.
Share this with the class.

FORMATIVE-
Share the
sculpture in
writing and/or in
circle

9/12-9/16 Handbuilding
techniques

Clay forms can be created with one’s hands, the main
forms used to create most vessels are pinching pots,
rolling coils, and forming slabs.

FORMATIVE-Unit
slideshow- Pinch
pots, coil pots.
slab pots

9/19-10/5 Nature-
Inspired Vessel

You will create a series of 3-5 drinking vessels that
show how something you connect to in nature can
change and grow over time, or take many forms.  We
will learn to glaze during this project.

Due after glaze firing.

SUMMATIVE-
Unit slideshow
and sketchbook,
research,
sketches,
Finished Project
Reflection

10/5-10/31 Slab scene-
relief or
in-the-round
sculpture

What makes a home? One of the most versatile clay
forms, the slab, can be shaped and formed to create a
sculptural object, scene, or house

SUMMATIVE-
Unit slideshow
and sketchbook,
finished project,
sharing in circle

Quarter 2

11/8-11/23 Ancestral
piece

The vessel is one of the most traditional clay forms
used across many cultures throughout art history. The
clay building techniques explored previously can be
used in combination to create a piece inspired by an
ancestor, or ancestral culture.  .
We will be doing a pit firing for this piece.

Unit Packet
Finished project
Peer Critique
Reflection



Wheel Thrown
Vessel

Throwing a vessel on the pottery wheel is an e�cient
way to create a clay vessel, multiple thrown or other
formed clay elements can also be added to create a
functional object.

Unit Packet
Finished project
Reflection

11/29-12/1
7

Coordinated
Set of 2 or
More objects

Traditionally, clay artworks serve a function, many of
these functions include using 2 or more matching
pieces to a set, such as a teapot and teacup, or a
vessel with an elaborate lid.

Unit Packet
Finished project
Peer Critique
Reflection

1/26/1-27 Final Essay A continuation of the vocabulary final from Quarter 1,
this final will be an essay describing a ceramic work of
art using correct vocabulary and the Critical Response
Protocol.

Final Essay

Ready-to-Fire Checklist
Clay must be baked or “fired” in order to be made permanent. Until it is fired clay can be recycled. In order
to preserve clay, partially finished or under-developed work will receive a grade, but will not be fired. In
order to assure your project is fully developed and kiln-ready, look at this checklist:

Is the clay piece….
o free of clay crumbs?
o smooth and mostly free from excessive cracks and lumps?
o less than an inch thick or hollowed out with a vent hole?
o steady-footed (not wobbly)?
o clearly marked with your stamp or initials?

… if so, your piece is ready to fire!
… If not, you can choose to either fix it (Spano can help!) or have it graded “As-Is”
As-is projects will still be graded, but you will not be able to take it home.


